WISeR Model Launches
January 2026

What Interventional Radiologists Need to Know

The Wasteful and Inappropriate Service Reduction Model begins
January 1, 2026. The model introduces a new review structure for
selected IR procedures in Arizona, New Jersey, Ohio, Oklahoma,
Texas, and Washington.

The most important operational impact is this: For each included
service, providers must choose to submit a prior authorization or
allow the claim to undergo post-service, pre-payment review. This
choice determines how and when payment is released.

CMS coverage rules and payment policies remain unchanged.



IR Services Under Review
The model applies to IR procedures selected due to variable utilization or prior

concerns regarding inappropriate use. The following procedures will fall under
the WISeR review structure:

Percutaneous Vertebral Augmentation

Image-Guided Spinal Decompression

For each of these services, providers decide whether to submit prior

authorization or allow a post-service review before payment is issued.
Turnaround times for prior authorization requests are typically 72 hours.

How WISeR Works

WISeR uses Al-enabled processing and clinician review to evaluate

authorization requests. Providers may submit requests directly to the model
participant or through the MAC.

Important: WI|SeR does not change Medicare coverage criteria, payment
rates, or appeal rights.



Beginning mid-2026, high-performing providers may
qualify for exemption from both prior authorization and
post-service medical review. Practices with strong

documentation and high approval rates will have

reduced administrative burden and more predictable
revenue flow.



Action Steps for IR Groups

Because payment depends on whether a practice selects prior
authorization or post-service review, preparation is essential.

Strengthen Documentation Protocols

Ensure all included procedures meet Medicare coverage standards to avoid
payment delays during review.

Update Workflow Processes

Assign staff to manage authorization routing, MAC coordination, and
communication with WISeR participants.

Build Toward Gold Card Eligibility

Early compliance improves the chance of exemption once the program
begins in mid-2026.

[JJ Note: WISeR applies only to Original Medicare patients, not Medicare
Advantage.



